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Context 

 

•Political context 

 

•Legal requirements 

 

•Better Regulation Requirements 
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Political Context 

• “Make sure that every action we take delivers 
maximum performance and value added”  Jean-
Claude Juncker 

 

• Budget for Results exercise 
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Legal requirements 

• Two years after the completion of FP7 

 

• External evaluation by independent experts on  

 

o Rationale 

o Implementation  

o Achievements 
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• Ex-ante impact 
assessment of Horizon 
2020 

• Ex-post evaluation of FP7 

• Review of EIT 

• Mid-term evaluations of 
JTIs and the Art. 185s 

Results 

• Interim 
Evaluation 
of Horizon 
2020 

Results 

• MFF proposal 

• Ex-ante impact 
assessment of the 
next EU FP 

• Ex-post Evaluation 
of Horizon 2020 

Results 

Stronger links between Ex-ante impact 
assessment and Evaluation 

5 



Better Regulation Requirements 
 

New requirements for evaluations ("Evaluate first" principle): 
 

• Public stakeholder consultation (online - February to May 
2015) 

 

• Staff Working Document – scrutinized by the Regulatory 
Scrutiny Board 

 

• 5 mandatory evaluation criteria: Effectiveness, 
Efficiency, Relevance, Coherence and EU-added value 
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The FP7 ex-post evaluation package  

 

 

Ex Post 
Package 

Commission 
Communication 

Staff 
Working 

Document 

High Level 
Expert 
Group 

Report on 
EU FP7 

4 Supporting 
expert reports 

on FP7 
specific 

programmes 

Expert 
Group 

report on 
Euratom 

120 
supporting 
evaluation 

studies 

Published on 19 November 2015 
with 5 recommendations  

The Commission Response 
to the 5 recommendations 

The Commissions evaluation 
according the Better Regulation 
Criteria 
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Key findings of  
ex-post analysis of FP7  

8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



Commission Response to the HLEG 
Recommendations 
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Response in two parts 

• Most of the issues and recommendations raised 
by the High Level Expert Group are already 
being addressed in Horizon 2020  
 
 

• In addition, the Commission will focus on 
specific further actions in the coming years 
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Recommendation (a): Ensure focus on critical 
challenges and opportunities in the global context 

 
Issues already addressed in Horizon 2020: 
 
 Focus on society’s major challenges  
 Boost of private sector participation, including SMEs 
 
In addition, the Commission will: 
 
• Support  open innovation, open science and openness to 

the world 
• Maximise synergies between different areas of research and 

innovation and new digital technologies   
• Explore the idea of a European Innovation Council 
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Recommendation (b): Align research and innovation 
instruments and agendas in Europe 

 
Issues already addressed in Horizon 2020: 

 
 Support alignment of national research strategies  
 Better coordination with EU regional funding 

 
In addition, the Commission will: 
 
• Help EU countries to reform their research and innovation 

strategies through the Policy Support Facility (PSF) 
• Ensure that Commission proposals support innovation ('R&I 

tool' of the new impact assessment guidelines) 
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Recommendation (c): Integrate the key components of 
research funding more efficiently 

Issues already addressed in Horizon 2020: 
 

 Considers cross-cutting issues 
 Effective coordination across the Commission in managing 

funding  
 Consistent application of a single set of rules 
 
In addition, the Commission will: 

 
• Continue to identify and implement simplification measures 
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Recommendation (d): Bring Science closer to citizens 

Issues already addressed in Horizon 2020: 
 

 Better communication to the general public on science 
issues in general and on Horizon 2020 in particular  
 

In addition, the Commission will: 
 
• Strengthen open access to research publications and data 
• Improve citizens involvement in defining research strategy 

and topics 
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Recommendation (e): Establish strategic monitoring 
and evaluation 
 
Issues already addressed in Horizon 2020: 

 
 Better monitoring and evaluation of funding through 

performance indicators 
 Improved feedback loop from project results to policy 

making 
 

In addition, the Commission will: 
 

• Support Member States in the national evaluation of the 
impact of EU Framework Programmes 

• Explore the use of new text and data mining tools 
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Conclusions 

• FP7 is on track to fulfulling its objectives, as well as 
creating strong economic impact for Europe. 

 

• The Commission will keep monitoring the impact of FP7 
with half of the projects still ongoing, and much impact 
still to be reported. 

 

• These results will feed into the interim evaluation of 
Horizon 2020, which will also report on progress made 
with the implementation of the High Level Expert Group 
recommendations. 
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Next steps 
 

25 January: Commissioner Moedas Press  
   Meeting 

27 January: Informal Competitiveness Council 
   in Amsterdam 

28 January: Presentation to European  
   Parliament ITRE Committee  

May:   Adoption of Council Conclusions 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

Robert-Jan Smits 
Director General for Research and Innovation 

European Commission 
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