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Impact



We Strive for Impact

3Source: https://trimis.ec.europa.eu/programme/eurostars
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Evaluation State-of-the-Art?

4Source: “Evaluating Evaluations of Innovation Policy: Exploring Reliability, Methods, and Conflicts of Interest”, Collin, E., Sandstorm, C., and Wennberg, K. 



#Causality



Do Storks Deliver Babies?

6Source: “Storks Deliver Babies (p = 0.008)”, Matthews, R. 



Probably not…
Call: 

lm(formula = births ~ storks + population + area, data = matthews_2000) 

Residuals: 
    Min      1Q  Median      3Q     Max  
-323.56  -32.14   27.06   70.68  324.05  

Coefficients: 
              Estimate Std. Error t value Pr(>|t|)   
(Intercept) -7.354e+01  6.170e+01  -1.192   0.2546   
storks       9.429e-03  5.994e-03   1.573   0.1397   
population   6.889e+00  3.144e+00   2.191   0.0473 * 
area         9.032e-04  3.866e-04   2.336   0.0361 * 
--- 
Signif. codes:  0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’ 1 

Residual standard error: 167.4 on 13 degrees of freedom 
Multiple R-squared:  0.8708, Adjusted R-squared:  0.841  
F-statistic: 29.21 on 3 and 13 DF,  p-value: 4.784e-06
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The Confounding Problem

8Source: “Innovation Policy and Causality”, Czarnitzki, D., and Hünermund, P. 



Regression Discontinuity Design
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Regression Discontinuity Design
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Treatment Effect Heterogeneity

10Source: “Estimating the Causal Effect of R&D Subsidies in a Pan-European Program”, Czarnitzki, D., and Hünermund, P. 
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Treatment Effect Heterogeneity

10Source: “Estimating the Causal Effect of R&D Subsidies in a Pan-European Program”, Czarnitzki, D., and Hünermund, P. 
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How to move forward?



1. Build A Culture of Experimentation

12Source: What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth, London, UK 



1. Build A Culture of Experimentation
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2. Do Experimental Pilot Studies

14Source: Unsplash 



3. Invest in Cumulative Knowledge Production
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4. Focus on the ‘How’ and ‘Why’

16Source: Unsplash 
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5. Plan for Long-term Evaluation

18



Summary

1. Build a Culture of Experimentation  

2. Do Experimental Pilot Studies 

3. Invest in Cumulative Knowledge Production 

4. Focus on the ‘How’ and ‘Why’  

5. Plan for Long-term Evaluation
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Thank you
Website: p-hunermund.com 

Twitter: @PHuenermund 

E-mail: phu.si@cbs.dk

https://p-hunermund.com
https://twitter.com/PHuenermund
mailto:phu.si@cbs.dk

